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great misery, that susceptibility to beauty is only productive of 
keener pangs of disappointment, and that the more finely at- 
tuned souls must of necessity be jangled into harsher discord. 
High gifts, superior endowments, fine susceptibilities, are in- 
creased means of enjoyment ; and it is only from the abuse and 
perversion of them, that misery and discontent arise. It is from 
the indulgence of the selfish passions, that most of the unhappi- 
ness of life springs. The first rule, to insure happiness, is, to 
forget one's self, and the second is, to remember others ; and we 
honor and feel grateful to the author of " The Neighbours," for 
the power and beauty with which she has enforced these truths. 
We hope to have the remaining works of Miss Bremer pre- 
sented to us in an English dress. If they are as good as this 
one, they will prove permanent and valuable accessions to our 
literature, taking their place side by side with our best novels of 
domestic life. The task of the translator seems to have been 
performed in some haste, for we have noticed some careless, 
and a few clumsy, expressions, which might easily have been 
improved. Can it be true, that the book was translated directly 
from the Swedish f From some phrases, we should infer a 
German original. 



2. — Commentaries on the Law of Bills of Exchange, Foreign 
and Inland, as administered in England and America ; 
with Occasional Illustrations from the Commercial Law 
of the Nations of Continental Europe. By Joseph Story, 
L.L. D., one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and Dane Professor of Law in Harvard 
University. Boston : Little & Brown. 1843. 8vo. 
pp. 608. 

Another work from Mr. Justice Story comes before us. 
Volume presses after volume, filling us with amazement at the 
productiveness and learning of the author. On some future 
occasion we hope to consider at length the merits of these 
works, and to endeavour to form an estimate of the position of 
the writer. For the present, we confine ourselves to a brief 
notice of the book before us. 

On the threshold, we are met by a peculiarity in the treatment 
of the subject, which is worthy of attention. The Law of Bills 
of Exchange is presented separate from that of Promissory Notes, 
and other negotiable securities of a kindred nature. This plan 
diners essentially from that adopted by all the English elemen- 
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tary writers upon the same subject. In the standard works of 
Mr. Chitty and Mr. Baron Bayley, the doctrines respecting Bills 
of Exchange' and Promissory Notes are intermixed in the same 
treatise, and the incautious student is not unfrequently misled 
by fancied analogies between the two, which do not in reality 
exist. The method of our author is the result of a more care- 
ful scientific analysis of the subject. It appears, that his atten- 
tion was attracted to the practical inconvenience of the former 
treatment of it in the course of his instruction of the law stu- 
dents in Harvard University. 

If the health of the author should permit, he proposes, in another 
volume, to present a full review of the law relating to Promissory 
Notes, Checks, and other negotiable instruments. The two 
distinct treatises of Mr. Justice Story will cover the ground 
which has been occupied by a single treatise, according to the 
method of English authors. 

The present work embodies much learning derived from 
foreign sources, usually unexplored by the writers and practisers 
of Westminster Hall. Among the most important of these are 
the volumes of Savary, Pothier, Pardessus, and Heineccius. 
From the latter most distinguished jurist, the author has borrowed 
a motto, which declares the existence, to a certain extent, of a 
common law on the subject of Bills of Exchange throughout the 
civilized world ; "Quamvis vero tot Gentium, Civitatumque Leges 
Cambiales non per omnia conveniant, sunt tamen qucedam om- 
nibus communia." The circumstance, that the principles which 
govern Bills of Exchange are common to so many nations, gives 
a treatise on this subject a value beyond that which attaches to 
the treatment of merely municipal jurisprudence. 

The present work, though not so large as that of Mr. Chitty, 
contains all the essential doctrines on the subject, carefully 
arranged, and established on their proper principles. Nothing 
is more grateful to the student of the law, than to be able to 
discern the reason on which rules are founded. Then he may 
truly hail " the gladsome light of jurisprudence," which his 
great master, Lord Coke, was so fond of contemplating. In the 
treatise before us, as in all that have preceded it from the same 
source, the author has constantly aimed to present the principles 
of the law. But the work has the additional practical value 
derived from the collection and proper arrangement of the 
authorities bearing on the subject. 



